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Building a tier one, diversified producer.

The Kamoa-Kakula Project in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 

began producing copper concentrate on May 25, 2021, and now is fully 

authorized to commence exports of blister copper and copper concentrate 

to international markets. The ultra-high-grade concentrate produced at 

Kamoa-Kakula is expected to contain approximately 57% copper and very 

low levels of impurities.
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Members of the Kamoa Copper and contractor management teams 

celebrating the first copper concentrate production. 

Watch a new Kamoa-Kakula fly-over video highlighting the steps 

involved to produce 57% copper concentrate: 

https://vimeo.com/560814916/6db2333083

KAMOA-KAKULA, DRC

https://vimeo.com/560814916/6db2333083
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Kamoa-Kakula’s Phase 1 concentrator plant, and the foundations 

for the Phase 2 plant module, circled in red. The process water 

pond and concentrate storage shed are in the foreground.
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Members of Kamoa Copper’s management team celebrating 

commissioning of the ball mills with members of the DRA team. DRA, a 

diversified global engineering group headquartered in Perth, Australia, 

was the Engineering, Procurement and Construction Management 

(EPCM) contractor for Kamoa-Kakula’s Phase 1 construction.
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Kamoa-Kakula’s pre-production surface stockpiles now contain 

approximately 3.3 million tonnes grading 4.87% copper.               

The mining team has continued to perform above the steady-

state requirements of the Phase 1 concentrator, with mining 

volumes consistently around the 400,000-tonne-per-month mark. 

KAMOA-KAKULA
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Loader operators Elisee Mbayo (left) and Papy Sakisa (right) in front of a 

pile of copper concentrate that will be transported to the nearby Lualaba 

Copper Smelter, approximately 40 kilometres from the Kakula Mine.
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Members of the Kamoa Copper and Lualaba Copper Smelter 

management teams celebrating the first copper concentrate 

delivery to the Lualaba smelter, near the town of Kolwezi.

KAMOA-KAKULA



9

A blister copper ingot produced at the Lualaba Copper Smelter, 

containing approximately 99% copper, ready for export to 

international markets.
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Zhao Xin, Electrical Engineer, at the copper concentrate bagging plant. 

The portion of Kamoa Copper’s concentrate that will be exported to 

international markets will be bagged prior to shipping.
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Crushed high-grade copper ore from the Kakula Mine being delivered 

to the high-pressure-grinding-rolls (HPGR) stockpile.

KAMOA-KAKULA



12

Kakula southern decline and surface ore stockpiles, with the Kakula 

northern decline and the Kamoa-Kakula concentrator plant in the 

background. 12
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Laustain Mbaya, SGS Lab Assistant, working in the titration room in the new 

Kamoa-Kakula laboratory complex. SGS of Geneva, Switzerland, is the world's 

leading inspection, verification, testing and certification company.
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Marius van Niekerk, Engineer, collecting samples of the Kakula

mine water for testing.  

KAMOA-KAKULA
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The concentrate filter feed tank. The copper concentrate is stored 

here prior to being pumped to the filter for dewatering.
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Construction of the concrete foundations for Phase 2’s flotation 

circuit and ball mills continuing to advance rapidly. 16
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Construction of the foundations for the Phase 2 tailings thickener    

and process water tank. The concentrate thickener is common                   

for phases 1 and 2.
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Construction of foundations for Phase 2’s high-pressure-grinding-rolls 

(HPGR) building, and the conveyor system linking it to Phase 2’s ball 

mills. 18
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Foundations for the Phase 2 high-pressure-grinding-rolls (HPGR)
stockpile. The run-of-mine (ROM) stockpile is circled in red.
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Sokam Okani, IT Technician, installing fiber-optic cables 

for the concentrator plant’s control system.
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Ben Munanga, Kamoa Copper’s Chairman, with his COVID-19 

vaccination certificate. In May, Kamoa Copper partnered with the 

government of the Democratic Republic of Congo, UNICEF and other 

stakeholders to administer COVID-19 vaccinations to employees, 

contractors and residents who live in the mine’s host communities. 21
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Inside the Mwadingusha hydropower building with four of six 

generating units fully upgraded and each delivering approximately 

13 megawatts of clean power to the national electrical grid.

KAMOA-KAKULA



Thabang Nkuna, Environmental Systems Administrator, collecting 

water samples near the Platreef Project for groundwater monitoring. 23

PLATREEF, SOUTH AFRICA
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To improve opportunities for young girls in our communities,              

Ivanhoe has implemented development projects with an emphasis  

on science, technology, engineering and medicine (STEM),                    

as well as information and computer technology (ICT). 

PLATREEF
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Thabitha Langa, Operations Manager of Bhasisa Recycling, a local 

Mokopane company that manages Platreef’s advanced recycling 

program.
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Platreef’s Shaft 1 headframe and construction materials laid out 

for equipping Shaft 1 as Platreef’s initial production shaft.
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Upgrading the ramp for Platreef’s Shaft 2 boxcut in preparation                

of resumption of construction of the shaft’s headframe to surface.

PLATREEF



Maxwell Twite, Control Room Operator, monitoring underground                   

and surface activities from Kipushi’s control room. 28



Ngoie Kitenge (left) and Nadia Kumwimba, participants 

in the Kipushi-sponsored Kushona Sewing Project. 29
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On June 8th, Ivanhoe Mines 

issued its fourth annual 

Sustainability Report.

The report highlights Ivanhoe 

Mines’ sustainability programs 

and initiatives in 2020, 

including significant 

accomplishments achieved at 

its three mine development 

projects, and outlines goals 

and benchmarks for current 

and future corporate activities.

View the 2020 Sustainability 

Report at 
https://ivanhoemines.com/invest

ors/sustainability-report/

https://ivanhoemines.com/investors/sustainability-report/

