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Building a tier one, diversified producer.

First production from Kamoa-Kakula is expected within a month –

ahead of previous guidance for July. Construction of the mine is almost 

complete, and commissioning is progressing well. First production is a key 

milestone for Ivanhoe transitioning to a producer during a strong copper 

market. 



Building what will be 3 of the world’s best 

mines and exploring for the next copper giant 

in Southern Africa’s legendary mineral fields

Copper mine development 

and exploration

Democratic Republic of Congo’s 

Central African Copperbelt

Mine development at 

platinum-group elements, gold, 

nickel and copper discovery

South Africa’s 

Bushveld Complex

Zinc, copper, silver 

and germanium at historic, 

high-grade mine

Democratic Republic of Congo’s 

Central African Copperbelt

Copper exploration

Democratic Republic of Congo’s 

Central African Copperbelt

WESTERN FORELAND

PLATREEF KIPUSHI

KAMOA-KAKULA

2



3

Some of the approximately 7,000 employees and contractors who 

helped to build the Phase 1, 3.8-Mtpa concentrator plant ahead of 

schedule and within budget.  

Watch a new Kamoa-Kakula fly-over video showcasing the impressive 

progress made over the last month: 

https://vimeo.com/544085443/17f43e0193

KAMOA-KAKULA, DRC

https://vimeo.com/544085443/17f43e0193
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Kamoa-Kakula’s Phase 1, 3.8-Mtpa concentrator was 98% 

complete at the end of April. In April, the plant was energized with 

permanent hydro-generated electricity.

KAMOA-KAKULA
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Kamoa-Kakula’s initial 3.8-Mtpa concentrator plant. Final testing is 

underway in preparation for processing of ore. Foundations for the 

Phase 2 concentrator plant (alongside the Phase 1 plant) are 

progressing rapidly. The project’s new 220-kilovolt substation is at 

the top right.
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Kamoa-Kakula’s pre-production surface stockpiles now contain 

approximately 3.0 million tonnes ore at an estimated blended average 

of 4.74% copper. Kamoa-Kakula now has reached the 3.0-million-tonne 

target of mined high-grade and medium-grade ore, several months 

ahead of the timeline estimated in the 2020 pre-feasibility study. Dotted 

lines denote projections based on the 2020 pre-feasibility study. 
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Crews installing liners inside the two Phase 1 ball mills.
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The water-filtering plant that uses sand to clean mine water from 

underground operations before it is used in the concentrator plant.
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The completed main storehouse at the Kakula concentrator.
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Fabrice Kaponggo (left) and Eric Nday, pipe fitters, putting the finishing 

touches on the new Kamoa-Kakula laboratory complex. 
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Contractor Ntambwe Tanganyika working on the new laboratory at 

Kamoa-Kakula. 
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“Greening” of the project site is underway, with the completion of 

Phase 1 construction. 12
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Construction of the concrete foundations for Phase 2’s flotation circuit 

and ball mills is advancing rapidly. 13
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Adolph Ilunga Wankulu, an electrician with T3 Projects of South 

Africa, installing an electrical conduit at the high-pressure-grinding-

rolls feed chute.
14

KAMOA-KAKULA



Jistin Mbunakipabi, electrical assistant with T3 Projects, fastening 

some of 207 kilometres of copper electrical cables installed at the 

Phase 1 concentrator.
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KAMOA-KAKULA

Lumvna Nabangaba, a security guard, one of the 7,000 bright, 

young Congolese who are helping to transform Kamoa-Kakula into 
the world's next great copper mine.
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Maurice Tshinyemba, Sous Chef, with a fresh tray of buns at the 

Kamoa kitchen.
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Upgrading of the Mwadingusha hydropower plant is nearing completion 

to generate 78 megawatts of hydropower for the first two phases of 

copper production at Kamoa-Kakula.
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Inside the Mwadingusha hydropower building, with three generator 

units (1, 2 & 3 in the background) fully assembled and operating. 

Assembly of units 4 & 6 is well advanced, and casting for Unit 5            

(in the foreground) is underway. 
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In April, Ivanhoe announced a 

deal to refurbish turbine 5 at 

the Inga II hydroelectric facility 

to provide 162 megawatts of 

clean power to the grid. This 

provides flexibility for 

powering future expansions 

and a smelter at Kamoa-

Kakula. 

Map showing the Inga and 

Mwadingusha hydroelectric 

complexes, the Inga high-

voltage power line, the 

Kamoa-Kakula Project, the 

new 220-kilovolt power line 

connecting Kamoa-Kakula to 

the national grid at Kolwezi, 

and the Benguela railway 

connecting the DRC to the 

Angolan port of Lobito. 
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The Kakula Mine and concentrator plant. A portion of Ivanhoe’s 2,550-

square-kilometre Western Foreland exploration licences is in the 

distance, where Ivanhoe’s geologists are looking for the next world-scale 

copper discovery.
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Sunrise at Kamoa-Kakula, highlighting the new 220-kilovolt power 

line transmiting hydro-generated electricity from the national grid to 

the project.
22

KAMOA-KAKULA



Grazing of livestock adjacent to the ongoing mine development at 

the Platreef Project. 23

PLATREEF, SOUTH AFRICA



24

Students planting trees supplied by the Platreef Project at a local 

school. On Earth Day (April 22), we celebrated the people making 

positive change for our environment. 

PLATREEF
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Students at the Somavhuga High School in Tshamahansi Village, near 

the Platreef Project. Ivanhoe continues to invest in young people through 

educational support and enrichment such as scholarships, bursaries, 

internships and learnerships, as well as through the upkeep of Wi-Fi 

hotspots in support of e-learning. 
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Staff at the new COVID-19 clinic at Mokopane Hospital near the 

Platreef Project. The clinic was conceptualized and implemented 

in a tri-partite partnership between the Platreef Project, the 

public sector and the Bonega Communities Trust.

PLATREEF
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Kalenga Banza, safety officer, monitoring the electrical control 

panel for Kipushi’s pumping station.



Kico electricians installing a substation for potable water pumping                 

at Kipushi. L-R: Tina Kalwiba, Tresor Ntita, Pierrot Madimba,                   

Phillippe Kalenga, Quentin Smit, and Erick Kakoma.
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Nathalie Mwadi, a nurse, preparing a COVID-19 test sample for analysis. 

Frequent testing is key to safeguard our people and mitigate the impact 

of COVID-19 on our mine development operations. 
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Women from a village near the Kipushi Mine collecting fresh water from 

one of the solar-powered potable wells installed by the Kipushi Project. 

Ivanhoe is committed to responsible water use in support of the United 

Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals with regard to access to 

water and sanitation, and responsible consumption and production.


