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PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

—
DEPARTMENT QF
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Platraef Resourcas (Pty) Ltd T 07 ECONORTC DV e S
P O Box 782078 DEPARTI."‘EI!:\MP%M?ENTJ& :EJISFEIW N =
SANDTON ENVIRENAEN (AL IMPAGT MAMAGEMENT
2143 T “HOOLY

30 JUL. 2015
Fax: 088 867 2018

P.O.BUY 55484, POLOKWANE, 1700
Attention; Mr Gerick Mouton o TEL s s
LIMPOPQ PROVINCE

AMENOMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE PROPOSED PLATREEF
UNDERGROUND MINE ON THE FARMS TURFSPRUIT 241 KR, MACALACASKOP 243 KR AND
RIETFONTEIN 2 KS WITHIN MOGALAKWENA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY OF WATERBERQ DISTRICT
MUNICIPALITY

1.

2

A,

The above matter refers.

The Depariment hes declded to grant Flatresf Resourcas (Pty} Ltd en amendment to the approved

Tallings Storage Facility (TSF) from Option 1 to Opfion 2. The reesona for this daclglcn ara st out
balow

The TSF Option 2 Is located or Ihe farm Rigtfontsln 240 KR within Mogalakwsna Local Municlpallty
on the North-aastern side of the proposed mining area.

The site can be accessed through the Road N11 across the Tahamahans! Villaga, which to the west
of the TSF Optlon 2.

The sits co-ordinates for TSF Option 2 are 24° 03' 42.14 South end 26° 00 01.04" East,

BEASONS FOR THE DECISION

BACKQROUND

The Department recelved on 07 August 2014 an applicatlan for the amendment of an Environmental
Authorisation (EA) Issuad lo Platreef Resources (Pty} Ltd on 27 June 2014, complled by Dighy Walls
Environmental,

The Dapartment has, an 18 September 2014, granted an amendmant to the EA Issued 1o Platreef
Resources (Pty) Ltd on 27 June 2014, with tha exception of Platreef Resources (Ply) Lid's request for
the Department lo amand the option approved for the TSF from Qption 1 le Option 2,

Carnar Suld & Dorp Straet, Folokwnno, OBAR, Privale Bag X 8484, Polokwane, 0700
(Swilchboard) Tel: +2715 280 7000 Wabalta: www ledet.gov.za
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Department of Economio Davelopmand, Environment and Tourlsm
Amsndment of Environmanial Authodeation Rafsranca Numbar, 12/1/8/2.W32
3. The Department, In & letter dated 21 November 2014, dacided to recanslder end reasaess the

request for the amendment of the epproved TSF options frem TSF Option 1 to TSF Option 2.

The Dapartment then requastad Piatreal Rasources (Pty) Ltd to consider the potentlal Impacts of the

TSF Qption 1 and Optian 2 in tarms of Section 24(1) of the National Environmental Management Act

(Act 107 of 1698) (NEMA) as amaended through the investigallon, assessment, and reparting of the
findings to this Departmant. !

B. INFORMATION CONSIDERED IN MAKING THE DECISIDN

1. An application for the emendmant of an Environmenlal Authorisation {EA) Issuu@s t,?F &qu?;
Reaources (Ply) Lid on 27 June 2014, complled by Dighy Wells"&Muldiiii ‘ﬁﬁ;ﬁ 3|
Department on 07 August 2015. '@g“ﬂm PR

SEPARTiakt 1 AF ECOHOMIC DEVELDFMENT
ENVIRCHMENT & TOURISM
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" LIMPOPO PROVINCE

A slle visit conducled by Mr Mongwa VM and Ms Malun?anl TP of this Department on 17 Oclober
2015,

The Comparalive Environmental Impact Assessment Report (CEIAR} for the TSF Options 1 and 2

compllad by Tshikovha Environmental & Communication Gonsulting and submilled to the Deparimant
on 02 June 2015, which addressad, but not limited te:

8

b)

The Idantification of environmental lssues, potentlel impacis and possibla miligetion
maasures in raspect of the TSF Opllon 1 and Opllon 2 on the water resources occurring
within the respectiva arsas affected by the two TSF eptions,

A clear and comparative determination of the significance of impacts fram aach of the two (2)
TSF options.

An Environmental Rlsk Assessment, which would compargtively idantfy the potenllal risk
emanating from any polentlal taillngs splllages from the two TSF options and meeaures that
wll be implemanted lo contaln such splilage In a case where tha elther of the deme collapses
and/or overflows;

A Comparative Assassment of the potential viaual Impacts between the two (2) TSF Cptions
and mitigation massuras that will be implemanted fo minimise the Impacts; and

A Publlc Perlicipation Process in terms of Regulation 54 of the Environmental Impact
Assassment {EIA) Regulations R. 543 of 2010, which must alao Include consultation with the
South African Hertage Resources Agency (SAHRA) in respact of the graves end
archaeological features occurring on the respective erees whers the TSF Cptions 1 and 2 are
lacated.

G. KEY FACTORS CONSIDERED IN MAKING THE DECISION

Al information presented to the Department was taken Into account In the Departments
conaideration of the application. A surmmary of the lssues which, In the Departmant's view, were of
the mos! significance is gt out balow.

2

Amendmeant of TSF Oplians for the propesad conetruction of Platrael Underground Mine an the fanma Turfapruif 241 KR,

Macalagaakon 243 KR and Ristiantain 2 KS wihin Mogalakwana
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Dapartment of Economlz Development, Envirenment and Tourlsm
Amandment of Environmantel Authoriaation Relersnce Numbar: 12/1/6/2-W32

9)

0. FINDINGS elVie WEEN TR IMPACT MANACEMENT

Aller ¢

following findings:

1. Al
bs
2. Th

A sufficient Publle Pariclpation Process (PPF) was underlaken and the applicent has
satisftad the minlmum raquirements aa prescribed In the EIA Regulallons R, 543 of 2010 for
public Invalvement; and

The environmental impacts and tisks asaoclated with TSF Option 2 will be addrassed by the
implementatlon of proposed mitigation measures oullined in tha CEIAR complied by Mpho
Ramalivhane of Tshikovhe Environmental & Communicetion Congulting.

DEFARTMENT OF ECONGNIC DEVELOFMENT
FMVIRTHMENT & TOURISM

"IN TOOLS

onsideratlon of the information and factors Iialad']ﬁlboiultl'mﬁapartmant Has made the

FOBCR EA0d, 1 OLGKRWANE, D700

environmenlal lssuss Identified and commitments 1" Botid! Eriyironmental management
which ars Incomoratad in the EMPr compilad: wﬂmﬂ ﬁ‘féﬂ?_ﬁldla.EnJronmantal aan

usad to avoid potentlal negative Impacts.

@ potential Impacls of the two (2) TSF Options were clearly investigaled and mitigation

maasures outlined,

3. The CEIAR mada the fallowlng concluslons end recommendation:

a) Economic Aspacts

. Tha capitel cost end the operating cost for constructing (he talling storage fecility at slte 1
(TSF Option 1) Is chaaper than site 2 (TSF Optlon 2), based on tha economic parameters
in raapect of the positien of the TEF.

. Slla two [s sltuated furthest from the mine and as such it ia more axpensiva to construct the
pipes to tranaport sludge including return water than site 1, which I8 closer to tha mine

b) Risk Assesamant

. The risk assessmenl Indicates that site 2 (TSF Optlon 2) is more sultable than slie 1 (TSF

Optlon 1) for the construction of TSF In terms of the physical environment (gaclogy.
hydrology and gachydrology).

Slte 2 (TSF Qption 2) 1s situated on soll that has thin colluvium which leads to stable
foundallon, the weter table belng highest due to the presence of Keroo underlying and also
tha site {2} is far from water sources.

With tha exceplion of the topography, site 1 (TSF Optlon 1) la better than site 2 {TSF
Option 2) aa It Is flal and generally thet is the prefemrad area for construction of the TSF,

. Slte 2 (TSF Option 2) has law risks as compared to site 1 (TSF Optlon 1) In terms of soclal
and cultural rigk.

Site 2 (TSF Optlon 2) Is located approximately 200 meterz eway from herltage slta the

Impacta can be minimisad or tolally avolded on the herltage site 88 comparaed fo tha haalth
and safety lssues on the communilly nearby if TSF |a localed at alte 1 {TSF Qption 1).

3

Amandrmani of T3F Qptians far the propeasd conslrucilon ¢f Platraal Underground Mina on the farms Turfsprull 241 KR,

Macalaorakop 242 KR and Rielienlein 2 KS wilhin Mogalekwena
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Deparimant of Economla Davelopment, Environmant and Tourlsm
Amendman of Envitonmantal Authorlsation Fafarance Number; 12/41/8/2-Waz2

b)

vi. The ovarall sk essessment Indicates that TSF Option 2 scorad e total of 380 polnt as
camparad to TSF Option 1 which scored a total of 345 polnts. This means that TSF option
2 18 more sultable for the construction of the TSF.

The public participalion process undartaken conflrms that the epplicent has satisfied the
minimum requirements as prascribed in the EIA Raguletions of 2010 for the Involvament of
Interested and affected parlies for the proposed developmant as follows:

* A newspaper advertisemant was pleced In the local newspapar "Noordelike Nuus” on the
14 May 2015, attached as Appendlx B to the CEIAR:

A list of stakeholders is attached fo the CEIAR:

+ Personelised lstiers were sent o all the stakeholders In the Istters attached as Appendix
C to the CEIAR;

»  Natices and documants were placad at the following public places on 07 May 2048,
o Baloyl (Mafanela Driving Schoal),

o Matjeka {Hlamalanl Stadlum),
o Hiongwenl (Dumazi Pimary School) and (Makgalane Shop-Vice),
o Mzombana (Mablle clinic),
o Kgobudl (CLO Office),
o Masshlaneng (Taxi rank and Tradlllons) RFUAIMENT OF £
o Masod (Taxl Rank), et oty O
o Madlba {Communlty Office), and ENVIRCNENI W ke
o Magongoa (The Pulse). o
. Thu comments and Isaues raised by Intgrested and a?!ﬂ:ld&lhai‘[ﬂi were adeqpataly
addressed.

EC.Biy Shd0d, o). OKWANE, ¢

ongue (NSt W Vg S Fe 4 s

Findings of the sita vialt conducled by Mr )
QPROVINGE

Depariment on 17 October 2014 are aa follows.

TSF Optlon 1 - The farm Turfeprult 241 KR within Mogalakwana

» The proposed development area can be accessed through Road R518 to Marken and
there Is a single-lane gravel road through the proposed devalopmant site;
The Marula, Slckle bush and Laadwood trees wera cbsarved on slia;
The Roolsloot River exlsts to the south of the proposed development Braa;
The proposed develepmant site la currently used for grazing and waa previousiy usad for
crop farming;

+ A residential area {Masodi Village) exists to the north of the proposed development area;
and

s No fauna species and herltage features were observed on slta,

TSF Option 2 = The farm Rietfontain 240 KR within Mogalakwena

« The praposad davelopment area can be accassed through Raad N11 to Groblara Bridge
through the Internal streets at Tehamahans! Village;

»  The Slckle bush and Leadwood treas wera observad on site;
Borrow pits and Dithokeng Stream were obsarved lo the west of the proposed
developmant area;

» Dralnage lines from tha mountain to Ihe east of the proposad development area were
obsarved,

« Adam wes elso abaervad to tha west of the proposed develupment area,

4

Arnendment of TSF Optiona for the proposed conatrucfion of Figiresi Underground Mina on the farms Turlsprult 241 KR,

Mecalecaskop 243 KR and Rietlontein 2 KS within Mogalakwenn
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Dapartment of Economic Davelopmeant, Environmant and Tourlam
Amendment of Environmental Authorisation Referance Number: 12/1/9/2032

»  The other surrounding areas currently used for grazing and crop farming;

» A residentlal area {Tshamehansl Village) exists and I8 expanding to the wesl of the
praposed development area;

» Signs of an old smelting site, clay pota making and a wall wers observed approximately
200 metars away from the south-eastem side; and

»  No faunae specles were obsarved cn gite,

. Platreef Resources (Ply) Ltd must contribute to the devslopment of Sirategic Environmental

tnols, programmes and projects within the Provinca. This contribution could bs In different lorms
8.9.; financlal, tachnical and provision of Information as will be agreed upon with the Depariment

All the other condltiona contalned in the EA granted lo Platreel Rasourcas (Pty} Ltd on 27 June
2014 are still legiimate and must be adhered fo.

. In view of the above, the Dapartment |s eetisiled thal, subject to compliance with the condltions

contalnad In thia letter, the Environmental Authorisallon granled to Platreaf Resourcas (Ply) Ltd
on 27 June 2014 and the amendment to the EA lssued on 17 September 2014; the proposed
activity will not conflicl with the general objectivea of tha Integrated environmental management
lald cown In Chapter 5 of the Nallonal Envirenmental Management Act {Act 107 of 1888), as
amended (NEMA)} and thal any potentlally detdmental environmental impacts resulting fram the
proposed activily can be mitigated ta acceplakle levels, The amendment request [s accordingly
granted.

In terma of Regulation 10(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 201C, you
are Instructad to notify all reglsterad interestad and affected partles, In writing and wilhin 12
(twalve) calendar days, of the date of the Department's declslon In respact of your application as
well s the provialons ragerding the making of appeals that ara provided for In the Regulations,

Should you wish to appaal any aspact of the dacision, you musl, infer alle, otge a notice of
intantlon to appeal with the MEC for Economic Davelopment, Enviranment and Tourlam, within
20 days of recalving this lettar, by means of one of the foliowing methods:

By facaimlle; {015) 285 6016
By post: Private Bag %9484, POLOKWANE, 0700
By hand: Environmantal Affalrs Office, Corner Suid and Dorp Sireets, POLOKWANE, 06D9

Should you decide to appeal, you must serve a capy of yeur nolice on Intanlion to appaal on &ll
registerad Intarested ard effected parties as well as a notica Indicating where, and for what

period, the appeal submisgion will Hmmm
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Ce: Tahlkovha Environmental &

BCc: Digby Wells Environmental

Attentlon: Lucy Koeslag

allvhana  Fax: 088 600 1018

Fax: 011 780 B4&8
b

Amandment of TSF Opfiana tar Tha propoaed conatruction of PiairesT Undergraund Mine on the farms Tursprult 241 KR,
Macalscoskop 243 KR and Rietfontein 2 K within Megalekwenn
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